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contrary admired England and did not believe for a mo-
ment that there would be war between England and Ger-
many, that he did not in the least object to the English
keeping their navy supreme above all other navies, but
that he did very strongly feel that it was wrong for Eng-
lishmen publicly to hold Germany up as the power against
whom they were building their navy, because this excited
the worst feelings both in England and Germany.

I talked with him over the agricultural conditions in Ger-
many, over Germany's extraordinary industrial progress,
and especially over what Germany had done to protect its
wage-workers in old age, and when they are crippled by
accidents, and when through no fault of their own, they
are thrown out of employment; and on most of these
matters he was most intelligent and took advanced views.
He kept saying that he thought it was the business of those
who believe in monarchical government to draw the teeth
of the Socialists by remedying all real abuses. I went over
the problems at length with him from this standpoint. Of
course it was not necessary or advisable that I should speak
to him about one thing that had struck me much in Ger-
many, namely, that the discontent was primarily political
rather than economic; in other words, that the very real un-
rest among the lower classes sprung not from a sense that
they were treated badly economically, but from the knowl-
edge that it rested not with themselves, but with others as to
how they should be treated, whether well or ill, and that
this was galling to them.

The Emperor showed an astonishing familiarity with
all contemporary and recent history of the political and
economic kind. The Japanese were much on his mind. This
I was rather glad to see, for I have always felt that it would
be a serious condition if Germany, which, industrially and
from the military standpoint, is the only white power as
well organized as Japan, should strike hands with Japan.
The thing that prevents it is Germany's desire to stand
well with Eussia. The Emperor was sure that Japan
intended to organize China, and then, at the head of the